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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Scope

It is proposed to examine a representative group
of cases involving Americans who have participated in
Soviet intelligence operations in the United States and
1o observe the methods whereby they were recruited for
+his work. No attempt will be made to deal with the
Soviet operating cadre; that is, Soviet perscnnel who
supervised operations, This memorandun will be confined
to the mechanics of butlding networks cround the Soviet
cadre.

Juch has been written concerning individual
incentives among those successfully recruited by Soviet
Intelligence, and, insofar as possible.  the Sield of
psychological study will be avotded in thic paper. It
is necessary, however, to classify the basic motivations
since the Soviet method of recruitment is largely de-~
gpndent upon the "political maturity" ¢f a condidgke.

A~ the Ruscian_view, a convinced and trustec Comnunist
has regched full political maturity, meaning ke will
Fender any service asked of him, including espionggeé.
Non-Communists in differing grades of development must
be subjected to differing types cnd degrees of persuasicn

Prestnent

Tt 18 believed that there is a general understand-
ing of the influence of Communist ideology in conditioning
Soviet intelligence recruits, and while this study will
add scme emphasis to the general rule that the Communist
Party is the main recruiting base, it will alsc be shown
that the Soviets had other valuable areas of recruitment.

Little ottention has been direcied to the role of
mercenaries in Soviet operation~, and while such incentive
has been of less importence thun the ideslogical. 1%
nocnetheless has figured and should be given our consider=.
gtion. Thus, the study is divided into those whose
recruitaent was accomplished through ideologicel consider
stions and those who were enlisted for matericl reasons.
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It should also be stated at the ocutset thct the
Soviet services have consistently tried to compromise
ideological recruits with money at the earliest op=
rortunity, apparently in order to maintain control over
‘hem, That this 18 the purpose is indicated in Soviet
ingistence upon obtaining writien receipts when such
payments are made, This leads to a consideraticn of
another type of motivation: coercicen. Once a recruit
has been compromised, thrects of disclosure and impli-
cations of physical reprisal may be ugcd tc keep him
in Soviet control., An analysis of such techniques would
involve a study of general operating methods, beyond the
scope of this study which will be limited to the inittal
percsuasion and the methods of introducing candidates into
the work,

I, Ideological Recruitment

Successful cperations of Soviet Intelligence in
the United States, have, for the most part, been performed
by networks recruited aiong tdeological lines. There is,
however, a wide range in ideclogical development: open
Communist Party members; concealed Communist FParty members,
pertyless Marrists and Russophiles. By the act of acceptA
»ng menbership in the Communist Pariy. open or concealed, |.
an individual places himself under dicscipline. Therefore,|
recruitment of disciplined Comnunists must be considered |
as distinet from that of non~Communists, even thcse non-
Communists who, although convinced of the validity of
Karrism-Leninism, have not subjected their wills to the
will of the Party.

A Recrqitment Lrom the Communist Party

It is not feasible to go into every aspect of the
relationship of the Communist Party, USA with the Soviet
Intelligence Services. These are meny, and complez. For
eranple, the indoctrination of o Party member in Marzisme-
Leninism ig in {tself a contribution to Soviet Intelligence
in developing potential candidates for the Russian Services

There are, however, certain immediate and direct contributions

which should be consgidered,
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The question eof the enlisgtment of Communist Party
menbers inte Seviet intelligence work is mere a problem
of selection than a preblem of recruitment, It is the
function of a Cemmunist to aid the Soviet Union in every
way. Thus, the convinced Communist does not have te be
recruited by the Soviet Intelligence Services. He nust
only be placed in a positien where hig services can be

ueeful,

Once this ts understoed, the study of recruitment
ameng Perty members becomes more cerrectly a study of the
relationship between the Intelligence Services and the
Party ~=- the latter in a gense serving as an agency of
Seviet Intelligencs,

l. In some instances this agency has been asserted
in_the form o rec nsvructions issued by a_Comiun:
Party efficial te & suberdinate nanber:

Uhittaker Chambers, a member of the Communist Party
in 1932, was teld dy Max Bedacht, g member of the Central
Committase, Conmunist Party, USA, thet he had been selascted
Jor undergreund woerkX, He was given no exzplanation of what
his dutiecs were to bde, Chambers askec Bedacht Jer time teo
think the matter over, and, en the foliowing day. after
consulting his wife, informed Bedacht he did not wisk te
take the gssignnment, Fhereupen Bedacht teld him he had ne
choice, and the same day intreduced Chambers te John Leomis
Sherman, a former fellow empleyee on the "Daily Worker,"”
whe ostenstbly had beean ezpelled frem the Cemmunist Party
in 1929, Chambers was introduced by Sherman te the firgt
of his Russicn superiers and thus began his work fer
Soviet Intelligence,

Louls Budenz. One of the several SJields in which
Soviszt Intelligence was perticularly cctive during the
late 1930's was the penetration of the Socialist Forkers
Party (Trotskyite), Several eperations were undertaken
Yo infilirate this movement and Seviet Intelligence re-
cruited directly from the ranks of the Communist Party in
some of these operations,

Prior te joining the Communist Party, in 1935,
ieuls Pudenz had become Semiliar with some aspects oS
the CFP moverent, a fact which became known to Jacob Gelos,

ﬂ3n
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whom Budenz knew as o member of the influential
communist Party control Commission. Golos introduced
Budenz to a Soviet Intelligence representative in
1938 ond for about three years thereafter Budenz met
regularly with a succession of Ruasian intelligence
officials, atding them in selecting personnel for this

enesrction operation. Two of his selections were
highly successful as will be seen in the following:

7

- Sylvia Callen. One of the Russian officials
under whom Budenz worked was Dr. Gregoery Rabinoviteh,
ostensibly assigned to the United States as the Soviet
Red Cross representative. Rabinovitch asked Budenz to
select a Communist who could be placed in a clerical
position in the national headquarters of the Socialist
Workers Party. Through Communist Party officials in
Chicago Budenz learned of Sylvia Callen, who, although
a Communist, had succeeded in Jjoining the Socialist
Workers Party in a Communist Pgrty infiltration
operatione Communist officials in Chicago; not aware
of the nature of her new asgignment, were most reluctan
to lose oylvia's services, but, since Budenz was
authorized to speak in the name of the Central Committle
he prevailed over their objectione. Callen was introdu
+o Rabinovitch and under the latter's instructions she
proceeded to New York City, Mvolunteerec" her services
to the national headguarters of the Socialist Korkers
Party and from 1938 until 1947 acted as personal
gecretary to James Py Caonnon, General Secretary of the

SKF.

P

Ruby Weil., The Communist Party also contributed

Ruby Weil to Rabinouitch's operations, and the task she

cnrried out successfully led to the assassination of

Leon Trotsky. Budenz selected Rudy out of Fcrty ranks
having connections useful to SKP penectration and 1ntrog
har to Rabinovitch. Ruby’s chief asset was her paav
acquayntance with the Ageloff sisters, one of whom (Rut
was Leon Trotsky's personal secretarys. Rclinovitch
instrroted Ruby to reestablish her ccqucintanceship Wit
the tgeloffs and she succeeded in developing ¢ close
Sriessghip with Sylvia Ageloff. Ruby accompanied Sulvi
to Zurope during the Summer of 1937. where the latter

attended a convention of the Fourth International at Fgi

-4 -
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¥hile in Eurepe Ruby intreducad Sylvie te the man whe
has beceme best knewn as Frank Jacsen, and with this
cempleted her assignment, Threugh his subgsequent as-
sociatien with Sylvia Agelesf, Jacsen was able te :
become an accepted member of the Trotsky household iIn
Uerice and in August, 1940 murdered Leon Tretsky,
Neither Budeng ner Ruby knew the leng range plan the
sect in motien iIn 1987,

=

2s Another direct contridutien made by the
Qommunist Party e Seviet Intsllinence hag heen the
role of the Party in acting as a _channsl by which
geveted Cemmunists were able te put themselveasg in
contact with Jevist Intelligence officicls and %e
usluntaer their sarvices:

}

Elizabeth Bentley. Uiss Bentley tnitiated hey
aciivity in the intejliganco SJield threugh the Cemmunist
Party. When she was employed at the Itclian Library|ef
Infermation in New Yerk City in 1938, she had svailable
te her information she believed mould be o) value <o |the
Italian Communist Party. Through her local Party branch,
Miss Bentley mede centact with "', Brewn" at nctienal
headquarters of the Communist Party, USA, and began te
supply him with infermatten, MF. Brewn" 1s the ncme | .
SJermarly used by Ferrucie Marini, head of the Italtan:
Section cf the Communist Party, US4. Stulsequently. Hav-
ing the impreggien that Brown was net meking Jull uase
of her matertsl, she asked te be put in teuch with "ihe
undergreund.” At that time she, of ceurse, did net knew
the Russian esplenege set-up. She knew only eof the |-
eristence of clandestine channels, As a result of her
request, Uiss Bently wes intreduced te Jaceb Geloss.
referred te in the foregeing in coennectien with the
recruitment of Budenz.

Geles snd Wiss Bentley astablished a clese
personal relatienship during the succeeding twoe yeagrs|:
and in 1941 he asstgned her te act as his lizisen egent
with & newly ecstablished network ameng gevernment employeess
in Nashingten, Do C. Gelos contrelled this newly ca~
tablished netwerk, furnishing its preductien te an
unidentified Sevist espienage contacd; until he died in
1943 when it was gradually broken up inte smaller units
and placed under the direot control ef & Seviet-~Intelligence
official, ‘

-5 -
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P

Naithgn Gregory Silvermgster. Silvermaster alsc |-
is reported to have initiated his connection with Russic
Intelligence through the Communist Party, USA. In June,l
2941 he wae smployed by the Farm Security Administration\
wn Fashington, D C. Elizabeth Bentley states Silvermaster
loter told her that shortly after Germany invaded Russia
he visited Tzrl Browder, then General Secratary of the
Portys; and, .n order to lend active aid to the USSH, asked
co pe placed in contact with someone who could transmit
inteliigencs to that country. Thie wcs the beginning of
the intelligence operation in Waghington described by
MYiss Bentlzy in which she acted as a liaison agent under
the supervision of Jacob Golos.

-~

Juliug Rosenberg. Rosenderg, who in April, 1951
wag convicted of espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union,
initiated his connection with Soviet Intelligence, In
seeking to enltst David @reenglass, employed at the Los
Alamos installation of the Atomic Bomd Froject, into
his network, Rosanberg, in November, 1944 talked with
Ruth Greenglass, Dovid‘s wife. At that time, Rosenberg
suggested Ruth moy have noticed that he had disassocicted\
hingelf from open Communist Party activity. He erplained
that he had always wanted to do more tkan Just be o membeﬁ-
of the Communist Party, that he scearched for two years to
nlace himself in contact with the Russian "underground.”
Aithough Rosenberg did not indicate the meang by which
he finally established contact, it can be assumed the
channel was provided by the Communist Farty. y

3. The establishment of secret units of the :
Communist Party, USA, provided a rool of celect tclent \
Jrom which the Soviet Intelligence Services drew recruits:

Anothgr important and direct coniridution made
Ly the Communist FParty to Soviet Intelligence operations
was the establishment of secret units of the rarty, fre-
quently referred to as '"the underground." J- Feters, uwio
held no formal office in the Communist Farty, USA, but
who was a recognized authority in the Communist movement
in the United States, reportedly headed the formation of
secret units during the early and mid-nineteen thirties.
It is not clear whether FPeters, in forming these groups,
wos acting solely on the aguthority of the American

-8 -

Approved For Release 2000/05/03 : CIA-RDP65-00756R000300210001-5

el SR, W VM%M*MA%,&- S e T

—

_

t B

s .

P

P A SR




Approved For Release 2000/05/03 : CIA-RDP65-00756R000300210001-5

Communist Party. Such a group, and probably the mos?
important, was established in ¥ashington in 1933.
yhittaker Chambers was designated by Peters to maine-
tain contact with the Washington unit, composed aof
xaployees of government agencies. Ohamborg has stated
that in the beginning ita purpose was 1o organize
sormunists in the government and to increaae Communisit
influence in government, Clearly, in 1936, Soviet
Intellivence invaded this unit and recruited some of

{ta members for espionage.

A Soviet Intelligence officizl who has come to
be known under the name of Boris.Bykou, on his arrival

in
unit. Chanbers states that while Peters opposed 1t to
soma ertent, Bykov selected and interviewed several

members of the unit, including Henry Julian Fadleigh,
Alger Hiss and Harry Dexter White. By early 18937 Bykov,

with Chombers as his ligison man, was superviging 'a sizabl
s P .

network of select talent, which, according to the latier,
included the foregeing three and other members of the
secret Party organization in Fashington.

The secret Party organization was also the basis

of the Golos-Bentley operation in Fashington, as described:

by Yiss 3Bentley. She states that when she was Sfirst
assigned to meet with Nathan Gregory Silvermaster in
August, 1941, she was instructed to obftain from him
intelligence which he personally procured and that which
he collected from his associates. From time to time she
met others in Fashington, on instruction from Golos--
people connected with the Party underground, who were in,
positions to provide intelligence. Thus, Yiss Beniley
states, by 1943 she was operating several groups in
addition to -the one ahe referred to as the Jilvermaster
group., It is of interest to note that many of her
sources were not aware of the destination of the naterial
being furnished, believing it to be going o the
communist Party, USA.

It is also of interest to observe that Miss
Bentlay's operation had an unusucl character, in that,
she served the dusl role of a Communist organizer and
an espionage courier, She was under instructions from

- 7 -
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1
3

Golos to collect Party dues, and to deliver Communist
literature to her Washington contacts, This is not in
accordance with the usual Soviet Intelligence custom

of divorcing intelligence activity from Party activiiy.
It can only be explained by Golos' unique poaition in
Soviet Intelligence. When Golos died in 1945 the
Intelligence Service began taking steps to remove the
operation from Communist Party conirol. Miss Bentley was
stripped of her contact, one gfter the other. The
Intelligence officials for whom she worked gfter

Golos' death, ¥Bil1™ and-*"Jack", went to some lengths

to explain to her that security considerations required
that her groups be split up, isclating one from another,
It appears likely, however, that the real purpose was

to fgolate them from Miss Bentley, who atill represented
Party control. In September, 1944 "Bill", according

to Miss Bentley, personally took over direction of the
Stlvermaster @roup, and in early 1945 she was relieved

%f the remainder of her Fashington assignments by

"Jack." For several months thereafter she continued to )
meet with a Soviet Intelligence officital, but received no
casignments. Thus, the Soviet Intelligence organization
was successful In getting direct control of the Washington
operation,

By JIdeological Recruitment of Non-Com#uniate.

A study of recruitment practices discloses that
Soviet Intelligence officials have encountered considerable
success in enlisting non-Communists into intelligence work
along tdeological lines. Whereas, in the case of Party
members, the Intelligence Services had a direct guenue
of approach in the highly dfsciplined open and concealed
units of the Communist Party, no organizational channel
is available for the enlistment of the non~Communists,
Personal relationships account for recruitment in this
__category, relationships which frequently are the product

of similar political beliefs.

¥Yidely varying degrees of tdeological development
are observed in considering this general category, renging
Jrom convinced Marzists who, for one reagson or another,
have not seen fit to join tﬁe Communist Party, to the ;
politically uninitiated who entertained simply a desire -
to> uvid the Russian people, The recruttment procedure,
therefore, depends upon three factors:

-8-
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(1) The degree of ideological development,

(2) the character of the personal relati onghip betwaen
the recruiter and the candtdate, and (3) the manner in
which the particular Soviet superior in charge of the
operation proceeds., With respect to thie last factor,
one Soviet official may diaregard basic security
consideration in favor of' quick action, and another ray
proceed cautfously and work with great patience,

In view of these three variants, it is impog=
8ible to set down rules of recruitment with this
category, There is, however, a definite pattern,
concerning which the Jollowing observations may be
rade:

l. The inittal approach is characterized

by & high moral purpose, with humanity to be
the beneftciary of the work the candidete

18 being requested to undertake: to aid in
the fight against Fasclismy; to aid the strug=
gling Rusaian people, or to gid in bringing
about a greater exchange of scientific
knowledge for the common good,

2« 4 gradual gttempt is made to corrupt

the recruit with money. At first, only
éxrpense money is suggested - later, a degree
of economic dependence is cultiveted., Frite
ten receipts are almost always obtained,

with which the Soviet network can later
threaten ergoaure. Eventually, it is intended
to completely control the recruit,

8¢ Another aspect of this patternshould

be menttoned since it 18 frequently present:
deception in the initial approach. The fact
that Soviet Intelligence inspired the aoproach
le concealed and the Jirst requeat usually

ts for aid of ostensibly legag character,

4n effort {s made to avoid confronting the
candidate with a clegre-cut decision tnvolving
tratitorous activity, KHis decision will have
to be mede at a later date when he, for the
Jirst time, realizes that he has become

-9-
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{nvolved in a Soviet Intellicence network.
7t will then be a decision of whether or
net to continue such activitiese

yuch has been written in recent years on this
phase of Soviet recruitment, The Report of the Royal
commigeion, concerning Soviet Espioncge in Canadc, declt
with this problem quite Jully. Numerous enalyses of
motivetion and technique have been devoted to this
problem in the press. Tt 18 believed that there is a
general ynderstanding of the effect of ideologicel
persuasion on people in this catecorls It would be
repetitious to go into these processes here and this
study will refrain from doing so ezxcept to point out
that certain recent and well publicized cases have &
relction to the pattern outlined above:

P

Harré'Gold professed to be
ly by a desire to atd the Russian
lot, When, in 1935, he was first
asked only to provide material on
which he himself had developeda
was sought. Gradually,
noney cnd

He stated that DY the time he was

Xlaus Fuchs for the Russian netwerk, he was

4
deep to get out. .

7frad Dean Slack slso prof

+o act ac o lietson agen

motivated initial-
people to improve their
recruited, he wa?s
industrial processes

No classified data
he was induced to accept

t with other scwrces.
assigned to contact
"in too

essed that tnitially

41
he was persucded that ne could aid the Ryssian people

by furnishing industrial deta.
fied disclosures were involved in
parsuasion

Here again no classi=

the beginning. The

was voiced by Richard Briggs® with whom o

Slgck had associated in Socialist acctivity many years

beforee

e cccepted erpense money

cnd was gradually

induced to make contect with others who could furnish

tndustricl data. When in 158442 he

Holsten Ordnance

Forks at Kingsport, Tennessee,

was employed at the
and

the Russians sought him out, requesting the classified

formule for the explesive RDX,
no position to turn them douwn,

- 10 =
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II, MERCENARIES

As observed In the introduction to this
memorandum, the Soviet intelligence services hgue used
mercenaries in their operations to @ congiderable ertent
ané, while their services hcuve been of less value to
the Soviets than the services of ideological recruits
when taken as a whole, nevertheless, they have made a
considerable contribution,

It 18 important to observe at the ocutset that
the use of mercenaries has been almost exclusively
associated with the operations of Soviet Intellicence
officlals connected with Scviet commercial missions
o the United States: 4Amtorg Trading Company, at New
York City, the wartime Soviet Government Purcﬁaatng
Commission, and the Soviet travel agency, Inteurist,
These agencies were utilized for cover purposes by
Soviet Intellicence and provided ercellent avenues for
making oontacts in the field of industrial intelligence,
Two of the more notable erxanples of Soviet officials
involved in this type of operation were Gailk B.
Cvakimian and Semen M. Semenov, Ovekimian arrived in
the United States in 1933 &s an Amtorg official and
continued his connection with Amtorg until hie departure
in July, 1941. An FBI investigation initiated in the
late nineteen thirties, disclosed him to be in chargs
of a wide~spread espionage operaiion and this investi~
gation culmineted in his arrest in 1941 in a Foreign
Agents Registration Act case, A diplomatic exchange
ensued and Ovakimian was permitted to depart from the
United States in July, 1941, A reliable source, who
at that time was an official of the Intelligence
Department of the Red Army, hca stated that his head-
quarters in Koscow received a cable from the Military
Intelligence resident in New York City advising of the
agrrest in the United States of the chief resident of
the State Security Service (at that time known aa GUGB,
and now known es MGB. State Security included then,
and still doas, the Soviet Union's primary foretign intel-
ligence organization.

Approved For Release 2000/05/03 : CIA-RDP65-00756R000300210001-5
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Semenev, it will be recalled, was the Seviet
officicl under whese instructions Hbrry Geld first
eatabliahed centact with the nuclear scientist Klaus
Fuchs, Thus, Ovakimian and Semenov are disclesed teo
have been important intelligence of/ictals, It ia,
therefore, ’f interest teo ebssrve seme of their
"commarcial' transactiens -~ almoat open dealings with
Anasrican businessmen and empleyses of industrial cen-

Cerng,

It will alse be observed that some of the
indugtrial intelligence thus precured was ef Gn un-
clagsified nature., Nenetheless it was of great value
in Soviet military preparetiens.

—

"Simen Resenberg. Resenberg was one eof the
Sirst Americans utilized by Ovakimian after his ar-
rival to the United States in 1933. As a member of
a network sstablighad by the latter. Rosenberg de-
veleped and handled & greup of contacts who were
SJurnishing him plans and specificatisn of industrial
equipment being maonufactured in mid-Festern steel
mills, FResenberg's contacts were among shep person-
nel, none of whom were Cemmunists and nene of Vhom
were authoerized to cenduct any transactiens fer their
Jirms, Accoerding te Rosenberg. their incentives
were exclusively mercenary, Instructiens came dewn
Jrom Ovakimian as te what infermatien was seught and
Resenbterg went eut and bought 1t frem his greup eof
seurces, This eperatien centinuyed until at leacst

1937,

- o—-——

. Maurice Bacen Ceoke, One of Ovakimian's
principal interests, in the late 1950s, was in techni-
cal informatien en the preductien of high ectgne gage~
line. Russian shertages in this field persisted during
Ferld ¥ar II and it can be seen that this was an intel-
ligence target of firet impertance. Ovakimian‘s
dealings with Maurice Bacoen Ceeks# are of interest in
this cennection, Ceoke, an industrial chemist,
met Quakimian during the middle 15308 while seeaking
Amterg centracts Ser an industrial cencern which
he represented., Ceeke claime he was s2ubsequently
hired by Amterg I'rading Cempany te act ae a censultant,
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+u advise Amtorg on purchases. In 1939 Cooke was
employed as a sales representative by M. ¥. Kellogg
~empany, Ke continued his association with Antorg,
specifically with Gaik Ovekimian, furnishing the
latier with reportes he obtained from material
available to him at M. W, Kellogg Compeny. These
dota cenerally concerned construction of o0il refin-
in~ riante and processes in use therein, C(Cooke was
et uuthorized by M. Wo Kellogg to do business with
Anvorg on these matters, nor was the company aware
that he was supplying such information.

Cooke has admitted that he received $14.750
in cash (no checks) in payment for his "consulting
work from Quakimign in 1940. Evidence thagt this was
an intelligence operation is seen in the circumatances
surrounding & delivery of meterial from Cooke to
Ovakimian on Febdbruary 17, 1941, C(Cooke placed a roll
of microfilm conteining data on oil refining in a
parcel locker in & New York subway station., Later
in the day he gave Ovckimian the key to this locker.
He admitted signing a receipt for $700 for Ouvakimian
at the time he transferred the key to the latter,
while at the same time denying fletly that he in
Sact received any money. Followingc his mezting with
Cooke, Ovakimian went to the parcel locker, picked
up the microfitlm, and proceeded to the Soviet
Consulate in New Yerk City.

In exrplaining his relationship with Ovakimian,
Cooke claimed no ideological influence, and he is not
known to have had any connection with Communist or
pro~Soviet organizations. Considering Ovakimian's
status a3 a GUGB Resident; it is clear that he was
engaged with Cooke In a mercenary intelligence
operation, -

v Eric L. Pridonofif. An example of almost open
activity conducted by Semen M., Semenov 18 hie atteapt
to recruit Eric L. Pridonoff, early in 1944, when the
latter was employed by the Aerojet Zngineering Company
of Pasadena, California. If Pridonoff<s zccount 1s
truthful, Semenov did not take the customary precaution
of dealing through a subordinate, such as Harry Gold,
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who at the time was working under Semenov, On the
contrary, Semenov, openly tdentifying himself, nade
an outright bid for classified information.

Early in 1944 PridonofSf was in New York City
on business for the Aerojet firm, and he recetived a
call from Semenov, who identified himself as a
petroleum engineer for the Soviet Government.
Fridonoff states he cannoet account for the fact that
Semenov cingled him ocut., After a couple cof preliminary
neetinys. which Pridonoff belieues were for the purpose
of sounding him out, Semenov inquired if he would do
some research work, spectfically on the type of fuel
1sed in jJet=-propulsion engines, He accompanied this
inguiry with an offer, &ccording to PridonofS, of
$5000., The latter states this was on obuious asttempt
to buy informetion since there was no research
involved., Pridonoff knew whet kitnd of fuel wae used
and could have ftold Semenocv on the spot. He 3tates
he declined to furnish the information and suggested
that Semenov go through regular intergovernment chan=-
nels, Semenov indicated this incclned "red tape” and
he preferred the more direct method.

The timing of this approach to Pridonoff is of
interest, since it was in late 1943 or early 1944 that

Semenov first geve Harry Gold instructions for establish-

ing contact with the nuclear scientist, Xlaus Fuchs.
Thus Semenov was simultaneously conducting the highly -
covert Fuchs-Gold operation and engaging in an almost
open attempt to buy intelligence. which ~learly shows
that the employment of mercenaries was as much a part
of Soviet Intelligence technique as the more standard

tdeological operation.
Howard Wellington Gochenour. As noted in the

SJoregoing, Ovakimian and Semenov were jointly active

in the collection of indusirial intelligence and, while

much of this was of an unclassified nature, nonethelsss,

it was highly regarded by the Russians. One such
enterprise involved the collection of information on

the manufacture of nylon.,

- 14 =
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one of Ouvakimian’s workers., Richard Briggs
referred to iIn the foregoing in connection with tﬁe
recruitment of Alfred Dean Slack, established contact
with Howard Fellington Gochenour, an employee of a
Dupont Plant at Bella, West Virginia. although 1t
{8 not clear whether Gochenour actuslly furnished
Briggs information. Sometime after Briggs- death,
‘which occurred in September, 1939, Harry Gold was
tnstructed by his then superior, Semen Semenovu, to
contact Goochenour and get him to do @ report on the
manufacturing processes of nylon., Gold casigned
Slack to make this contact and late In 1941 or early
in 1942, the latter hod a seriea of meetings with
Gochenour. Gochenour agreed end did acituaelly deliver
to Slack a report on the nylon processes, for which
Slack paid him about $300. It hed been agreed that
Gocheanour would receive $1500 for this work, bdut the
network was not saviasfied with the quality of
Gochenour'’s report, and the latter was not paid the

belance,

Slack states that Gochenour was interested
only in the money and that there was no ideslogical
tncentive, Sleck states he belieuves that Gochenour
was not concerned with the ultinste destination of
the information which he furnished., Gochenour, on
the other hand, while agreeing that he hed a purely
mercenary interest in his dealing with Slack, states
he was under the impression that Slack repres:nted the
Festman Kodak Company (by which firm Slack was actual-
ly employed), and that the report that he furnished
would be used by that company. In either event, this
case disclosed that the Russiens could purchase
industrial fntelligence during that perfod with Iittle

difficultys.

———— :
Haris Salich, Selich was born in Russia of
niddle~class parenis who fled efter the revolution and
eventually settled on the West Coast of the United
States, In 1935, when he wes a menber of the Berkeley,
California, Police Depariment, Sclich became ecquainted
with the Soviet Vice Counctl at San Francisco, Nicelatl
- .~Alievdin, In 1936, Sslich became an investigator for
the O0ffice of Naval Intelligence at Los Angeles,
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centinuing his acquaintance with Aliavdin, After
the latter had been recalled te the Seviet Unien,

Salich was visited in December, 1987 er January, 1938

by Wikhatl Gerin, a Seviet national, whe was
manager eof the Soviet travsl agency, Inteurist

at Les Angeles., Gorin, gfter cemmenting en tae
Sact thet Selich's femily hed bsen feund te have
€ geed record in Russia, made & blunt prepesal
that Salich furnish him dete en Jepanese ectivie
ties in the United Stetes. Gerin argued that
this weuld in ne way injure the United States.
Salich theught the matter esver, and a short time
later consented te the propesai. Thereaster,
Salich furnished Gerin with reperts and axtracts
Srom the filess of ONI, which related te Japanese
activities In the United Stetes., At the same
time Salich accepted meney frem Gerin, which he
estimated ameunted te $1700 up te Nevember, 1938,
Gorin and Selioh were cenvicted of espioenags in
January, 1939 in the Federal District Court, at
Les Lngeles,

Selich appears te have been motivated in
cellaborating with this Soviet efficial exclusively
by money, He erplained that he was hard pressad
Sinancially because of his domestic difficulties,

-
T~ hpem,® Ppe Sinal erample selected in thigs
greup of mercenaries is an individual. whe will de
referred te herein for security reasens as “rem. "
Tem was an empleyase of Fest Coast aircraft firme
and has admittied that he furnighed infermation eon
military atrcrasft design te & Soviat network over a
pertied cevering &bout ten years, froem the mtd~
nineteen ‘hirties te the mid=ninasteen Jerties, In
the beginaing Tem met a Seviet official whe was
connected with & delagatien o/ Russian engineers
teuring Aperican sviatien plants and was tnvited
te dinner by this efficial, Tem discussed designs
he had been werking on, ef nen~military nature, and
offered te be of assistances te the Russians. 4
shert time later the Seviet offtcial, prebably in
the meantime having cleared Tem with Mescew and
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having received authorization, asked Tom to put
some of his ideas on paper and offered him $200
for the first delivery o put this on & business
bagis. Within a short time Tom’s Soviet contact
disclosed he was interested in military design.
Possibly to facilitate this assignment, Tom moved
to another plant whioch was working on military
eircraft. He was given a Leica canera with which
to copy documents, and he bagan transmitting
classified information, 4 complete account of the
money Tom received from the Soviet network is not
available; however, in one instance he recetved
§1800 in o lump sum, and 18 known to have received
regular payment before and after this gsettlement.,
Tom, in discussing his motivation in the beginning,
states he felt "some measure of cooperation on my
part would eventuully result in furthering my oun
ambitions,” clearly @ mercenary inclination, He
added that he also desired to aid Russia as against
Germany and Japan, this being the only indication
that Tom was concerned with fdeclogical considerations.

III, GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

There are some genaral observations which might
be made, based on the foregoing analysis, respecting
Soviet recruitment in the United States under preseni
day conditions:

l, The membership of the Communisit Party, US4
will continue to be the main base of Soviet recruitment
in this country. The Loyalty Program and general
security checks to which employees in vital fecilities
are now subjected will make it more difficult for those
with Communist connections to place themselves in
sensitive pvsitions, However, this will not prevent
Communists from osrrying out courier-liaison and super-
visory tasks for intelligence networks, Hidden
Communists whose connections have been carefully con=-
cealed for Jjust this purpose will continue to be a
principle threat to the intelligence security of the
United States. :
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2. The number of non-=Communists who are
ideologically suited to recruitment for Soviet
Intelligence has greatly diminished 1in the years
since World War II. Many of the popular causes
phich enticed the politically uninitiated into
pro=Soviet activity have now been exposed, c& has
the technique of enlisgting such people into intel-~
ligence work. The moat effective present dey lure
would appear to be the Soviet dominated "Peace”

groups.

8. Mercenaries have always been employed
by intelligence services, and they will continue
to be used by the Soviet services, The risk being
greater under present day conditions, the price
w11l be set higher., However, the reduction o/
Soviet commercial activity in the United States
since World Far II will reduce the number of op~
portunities giuven Soviet Intelligence to enlist
mercenaries,

- 18 -
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